JO                            BERT.RAXD    RUSSELL

morrow will lead him to save ;, if he,is imprudent, it will
make him apprehensive of being unable to-pay his debts.
In either case the moment loses its savour. Everything is
organized, nothing is spontaneous. The Nazis organized
* Strength Through Joy', but joy prescribed by the
government is likely to t>$ not very joyful. In those who
might otherwise have worthy ambitions, the effect of
centralization is to bring, them into competition with too
large a number of rivals, and into subjection to an unduly
uniform standard of taste. If you wish tq be a painter
you will not be content to pit yourself against the men
with similar desires in your own town ; you will go to
some school of painting iji a metropolis where you will
probably conclude that ypu are mediocre, and having
come to this conclusion you may be so Discouraged that
you are tempted to throw away your paint-brushes and
take to money-making or to drink, for a certain -degree of
self-confidence is essential to achievement. In Renais-
sance Italy you might have hoped t<^ be the best painter
in Siena, and this position would have been quite
sufficiently honourable. But you would not now be
content to acquire all your training in one small town and
pit yourself against your neighbours. We know too much
and feel too little. At least we feel too little of those
creative emotions from whicjh a good life springs. In
regard to what is important we are passive; wnere we
are active it is over trivialities. If life is to be saved from
boredom relieved only by disaster, means must be found
of restoring individual initiative, not only in things that
are trivial, but in the things that really matter. I do not
mean that we should destroy those parts; of modern
organization upon which the very existence of large
populations depends, but I do mean that organization
should be much more flexible, more relieved by local